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SJALETTER of ADVICE te 

3 Young POET ; together with a Pro- 

pPoſal for the Encouragement of Poetry 
in this Hingadom. 9757 


SIX. 


S J have always profeſs d a Friendſhip 
for you, and for that Reaſon, have 
been more inquiſitive into your Con- 
duct and Studies than is uſually a- 
greeable to young Men; ſo I muſt own I am 
not a little pleasd to find by your laſt Ac- 
count, that you have entirely bent your |} 
Thoughts to Engliſh Poetry, with deſign to | 
make it your Profeſſion and Buſineſs. Two 
Reaſons incline me to encourage you in this 
Study, one, the narrowneſs of your preſent 
Circumſtances, the other, the great uſe of | 
Poetry to Mankind and Society, and in every | 
Employment of life. Upon theſe Views, I | 
cannot but commend your wiſe Reſolution to 
withdraw 


9 eee, 6 
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withdraw ſo carly from other unprofirable i = 


nament © your * 
It may de 1 


q 1 


that, which, if you hom ad Luck, will | 4 
advance your Fi 9 and make you an Or- 2 
nas, and your Country. 1 8 
Waden and further 


} 


Encouragement to confider, that Hiſtory, An- 


_ eight or Modern, cannot furniſh ron an 1 


ſtance 'of One Perſon, Eminent in any Station, 1 
who was not in ſome meafure vers d in Poe- 
try, or at leaſt, a Well wiſher to the Profeſſors 


ol it; neither would I diſpair to prove, if le- 


gally call d thereto, that it is impoſſible to be 
a good Soldier, Divine, or Lawyer, or even 


fo much as an Eminent Bell man, or Ballal-fing- | 


er, without ſome taſte of Poetry, and a compe- 
tent Skill in Verſification: but J ſay the leſs MW. 
of this becauſe the renowned Sr. P. Sidney has 


_ exhauſted the Subject before me in his defence | 


of Poeſie, on which T-ſhall make no other Re- 3 
mark but this, that he argues there as if he 1 


really believed himſelf. 


For my own part, having never made one 
Verſe ſince T was at School, where J ſuffered 3 
roo much for my | Blunders i in Poetry to have 
any love to it ever ſince ; I am not able from | | 
any Experience of my own, to give you thoſe 
inſtructions you deſire, neiches will I Declare 


(for I love to conceal my Paſſions) how -mueh 
T lament my neglect of Poetry in thoſe Periods 
of my Life, which were .propereſt for Im- 
pro vements in that Ornamental part of Learn- | 


ing; Pale my Age and AJnfirmities might 
well 
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ell excuſe me to you, as unqualifyd 


be your Writing Maſter with Spectaeles on, 


nd a ſhaking Hand. However, that I may not 
e altogether wanting to you in an Affair of 
much Importance to your Credit and Hap- 
Pines, I ſhall here give you ſome ſcatter d 
Thoughts upon the Subject, ſuch as T have 
gather d by Reading and Obſervation. | 
There is a certain little Inſtrument, the firſt 
"Sf choſe in uſe with Scholars, and the mean- 
Et conſidering the Materials of it, whether it 
pe a Joynt of Whearen-Straw, (che old Arca- 
Vian Pipe) or juſt three inches of ſſender Wire, 
r a ſtript Feather, or a Corking- Pin. Fur- 
Fhermore, this ſame diminitive Tool, for the 
poſture of it, uſually reolines its Head on the 
Thumb of the right Hand, ſuſtains the fore- 
Snoſt Finger upon its Breaſt, and is it ſelf ſup- 
ported by the fecond. This is commonly 
Known by the name of a FESCUE, I ſhall 
here therefore condeſcend to be this little Ele- 
ꝑmentary Guide, and point out ſome Particulars 
which may be of uſe to you in your Horn- 
Book of Poetry. Zi 
In rhe firſt place, I am not yet convinc d, 
that it is at all neceſſary for a modern Poet to 
believe in God, or have any ſerious ſenſe of 
Religion; and in this Article you muft give 
me leave to ſuſpect your Capacities, becauſe 
Religion being what your Mother taught you, 
vou will hardly find it poſſible at leaſt not ea- 
, all at once to get over thoſe early Prejudi- 
ces, ſo far as to think it better to be a gyeat 
| Mit 


3 8 
. 


Wit than a good Chriſtian, tho' herein chel Fb 


Softneſſes, owing to the nature of your Edu. 


be content to paſs for an Iuſipid or will fubmil R 


T7 


general practice is againſt you, ſo that if up 
on Enquiry you find in your ſelf any ſuch 


cation, my Advice is, that you forthwith ol 
down your Pen, as having no further buſineis 
with it in the way of Poetry; unleſs you will 


to be hooted at by your Fraternity, or can ; 
diſguiſe your Religion as well-bred Men de 
their Learning, in Complaiſance to Company, 

For Poetry, as it has been manag d for ſome 
Years paſt, by ſuch as make a Buſineſs of it (and 
of ſuch only] ſpeak here; for I do not call hin 
a Poet that writes for his Diverſion, any more 
than that Gentleman a Fidler Who ry 
himſelf with 7 [ _ our ond on 
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his been found by 3 of our Profef. | K 
ſors, that the ſmalleſt quantity of Religion, . 
like a ſingle drop of Malt-Liquor in Claret,} 
will muddy and diſcompoſe the brighteſt Poe-W 
tical Genius, 
Religion ſuppoſes Heaven and Hell, ches 
Word of God and Sacraments and twenty o- 
ther Circumſtances, which taken ſeriouſly, are 
a wonderful check ro Wit and Humour, andi 
ſuch as a true Poet cannot poſſibly give intoF 
with a ſaving to his Poetical Licenſe; but yer 
it is neceſſary for him, that others ſnou d be - 
lie ve thoſe things ſeriouſſy, that his Wit may 
be exerciſed on their Wiſdom, for ſo doing! 
of 
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her tho a Wit need not have Religion, Reli- 
pn is neceſſary to a Wit, as an Inſtrument is 
che Hand that plays upon it: And for this 
u. e Moderns plead the Example of their 
car Idol LUCRETIUS, who had not 
Men by half fo eminent a Poet (as he truly 
gas) but that he ſtood tip-toe on Religion. 
it Meligio pedibus ſubjetta, and by chat riſing 
n@round had the Advantage of all the Poets 
o@& his own or following Times, who were 
t mounted on the ſame Pedeſtal. 
e Beſides, it is further to be obſerved, that 
d ETRONI US, another of their Favourites, 
m peaking of the Qualifications of a good Poet, 
e ſiſts chiefly on the Liber Spiritus; by which, 
g have been ignorant enough heretofore to ſup- 
f goſe he meant, a good Invention, or great com- 
e Paſs of Thought, or a ſprightly Imagination: 
it ut J have learned a better Conſtruction from 
he Opinion and Practice of the Moderns; 
„ Ind taking it literally for a free Spirit 2. e. 
, Spirit or Mind, free or diſengag d from all 
Prejudices concerning God, Religion and a- 
other World, it is to me a plain Account 
eFriy our preſent Sett of Poets are, and hold 
.Mhcmſclves oblig d to be, Free-Thinkers. 
e But altho I cannot recommend Religion 
pon the Practice of ſome of our moſt emi- 
o hent Engliſh Poets, yer I can juſtly adviſe 
tou, from their Example, to be converſant 
In the Scriptures, and, if poſſible, to make 
your ſelf entirely Maſter of them: In which, 
:Fowever, I intend nothing leſs than impoſing 


upon 


ry. 
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upon you a Task of Piety. Far be it fron 
me to deſire you to believe them, or lay ani 
great Streſs upon their Authority, (in tha 
you may do as you think fir) but to read then 
as a Piece of neceſſary Furniture for a i 
and a Poet; which is a very different View 
from that of a Chriſtian. For I have made iſ 


»H 
To 
* 


8 
be 


my Obſervation that the greateſt Wits. have 
been the beſt Textuaries: Our modern Poets 
are, to a Man, almoft as well read in the 
Scriptures as. ſome of our Divines, and often 
abound more with the Phraſe. They have 


read them Hiſtorically, Critically, Mufically, 


- 
" 


Comically, Pocticaliy, and every other Way 
except Religiouſly, and have found their Ac- 
count in doing fo. For the Seripturcs are 
undoubredly a Fund of Wit, and a Subjea i 
for Wit. You may, according to the modern 
Practice, be witty upon them or out of them 
And to ſpeak the Truth, bur for them, I. 
know not what our Play-wrights would dof 
for Images, Allufions, Similirudes, Examples, 
or even Language it ſelf. Shut up the Sacred 
Books, and I would be bound our Wit would} 
run down like an Alarm, or fall as the Stocks 
did, and ruin half the Poets in theſe King- 
doms. And if that were the Cafe, how 
would moſt of that Tribe, (all, I think, but 
the immortal Addiſon, who made a better Uſe 
of his Bible, and a ſew more) who dealt ſo 
freely in that Fund, rejoice that they had drawn 
out in time, and left the preſent Generation 
of Poets to be the BUBBLES. Bi 
. * Bur 
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Bot here 1 * enter one Caution, and de- 
1 lire you to take Notice, that in this Advice 
f reading the Scriptures, J had not the leaſt 
Frhought concerning your Qualification that 

Way for Poctical Orders; which I mention 
«ſj ecauſe J find a Notion of that kind advanc d 
Wy one of our Engliſh Poets, and, is I ſup- 
Poſe, maintain d by the reſt. He ſays to 
1 Fhpencer, in a pretended Viſion. 


. Hands laia on e me fit 
For the great Cure and Miniſtry of Wit. 


hich: Paſlage is, in my Opinion, a notable 
Alluſion to the Scriptures, and making (bur 
42 38 Allowances for the mali 3 
ſtance of Profaneſs „ bordering cloſe upon 
Blaſphemy, is 7inimitably fine; belides ſome 
Wuſctul Diſcoveries made in it, as, that 
there are Biſhops in Poetry, that theſe Bi- 
. Wihops muſt ordain young Poets, and. with 
Waying on Hands, and thar Poetry is a Cure 
Jof Souls; and conſequently ſpeaking, thofe 
who have ſuch Cures ought to be Poets, anc 
too often are ſo: And _—_ as of old, Poets 
and Prieſts were one and the ſame F unction, 
the Alliance of thoſe miniſterial Offices is to 
this Da; happily maintain'd in the ſame Per- 
fons ; and this I take to be the only juſtifia- 
ble Reaſon for that Appellation which they 
ſo much affect, I mean the modeſt Title of 
DIVINE POETS. However, having ne- 
ver Fe" preſent at the Ceremony of Ordain- 

ing 
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of it here. 


in your Reading. After a thorough AcM 
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Scholar in order to be a good Poct, than 


{3.6 


ing to the Prieſthood of Poetr 7. T own I han 
no Notion of the Thing, and ſhail ſay the leg 


The Scriptures then being generally bot 4 
the Fountain and Subject of modern Wit, 
could do no leſs than give them the preferene © 


quaintance with them, T would adviſe you td A 
turn your thoughts to HUMAN LITERA 
TURE, which yet I fay, more in Compli 
ance with vulgar Opinions chan according to k 
my own Sentiments. _ 

For indeed, nothing has furpriſed me mor 
than to ſee the Prejudices of Mankind as toff 4 
this Matter of —— Learning, who have 
generally thought it is neceſſary to be a Soo n 


which nothing is falſer in F at; ar more con 4 
trary to Practice and Experience. Neirhe! q 
will I diſpute the Matter, if any Man will 
undertake to ſhew me one profeſſed Poet novl 
in being, who is any thing of what may bel 
juſtly called a Scholar, or is the worſe. Poe 
for that, but perhaps the better, for being fol 
, encumbred with the Pedantry of Learn 
Tis true, the contrary was the Opinion 

of Gur Forcfarhers, which we of this Age have 
Devotion enough ro receive from them oi 
their own Terms, and unexamin d, bur not 
Senſe enough to perceive was a groſs Miſtake 

in them. So Horace has told us. . 76. 

Scribendi recte ſapere eſt & principium & fons 

Rem tibi Socraticæ PRI oſtendere TY b 
ut 


( 


7 (nun) 

hut to ſee the different caſts of Mens 
Neads, ſome nor inferiour to that Poet in Un- 
rſtanding (if you will take their own Word 
other it,) do ſee no Conſequence in this Rule, 
Jad are not athamed to declare themſelves of a 
aentrary Opinion. Do not many Men write 


e hell in common Account who have nothing of 
Wat Principle? Many are too Wiſe to be Po- 
Als, and others roo much Poets to be Wiſe 
li tuſt a Man, forſooth, be no leſs than a Phi- 
tap ſopher to be a Poet, when it is plain, that 


me of the greateſt 7deots of the Age, are 
re ur prettieſt Performers that way? And for 
tofWis, I appeal to the Judgment and Obſerva- 
von of Mankind. Sir Pb. Sidney s notable Re- 
od 1 hark upon this Nation, may not be improper 
ano mention here. He ſays, I» our Neighbour- 
ountry Ireland, where true Learning goes very 
Wire, yet are their Poets held in devout Reve- 
ence; which ſhews, that Learning is no way 
Wceccilary either to the making a Poet, or 
Miadging of him. And further, to ſee the Fate 
f things notwithſtanding our Learning here, is 
is bare as ever, yet are our Poets not held as 
Formerly, in devour Reverence, but are, per- 


aps, the moſt contemptible Race of Mortals 
vepow in this Kingdom, which is no leſs to be 
Wonder d at, than Lamented. | 


Some of the old Philoſophers were Poets 
as according to the forementioned Author, 
ocrates and Plato were, which however, is 
vhat I did not know before) but that does not 
lay, that all Poets are, or that any need be Phi- 
33 * loſo- 
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loſophers, otherwiſe than as thoſe are ſo calbd 
who are a little out at the Elbows. In which! 
ſenſe the great SHAXESPEAR might 
have been a Philoſophet; but was no Scholar, 


yer was an excellent Poet. Neither do I think 
a late moſt judicious Critick fo much miſta. 


ken, as others do, in advancing this Opini-| 
on, that Shakeſpear had bern a worſe Poet had 


. 


he been a better Scholar: And Sir M. Davenant Jy 


is another inſtance in the ſame kind. Nor! 


mult ic be forgotten that Plato was an avow'dIM 


Enemy to Poets, which is perhaps the Reaſonſ 


his Profeſſion ; and have rejected all Learning 
and Philoſophy for the fake of that one Philo- 
pher. As I take the matter, neither Philoſo- 
py, nor any part of Learning, is more neceſ 


ſary to Pœetiy, (which if you will believe the 


{ame Author is the ſum of all Learning) that 
to know the theory of Light, and the ſeveral 
Proportions and Diverſifications of it in par- 
ticular Colours is to a good Painter. 
Whereas, therefore a certain Author, calld 
Petronius Arbiter, going upon the ſame Mi- 
ſtake, has confidently declar d, that one In- 
gredient of a good Poct, is, Mens ingenti li- 
terarum flumine inuadata: I do on the contrary, 


declare that this his Aſſertion (to ſpeak of it 


in rhe ſofreſt Terms) is no better than an in- 
viclious and unhandſome Reflection on all the 
Gentlemen- Poets of theſe Times; for with his 
good leave, much leſs than a Flood or Inun- 
dation will ferve the Turn, which to my 
WG 4 | | certain 


. W W 


( 13 )) | | 

Nertain knowledge, ſome of our | gfearelt 
FVics in your Poetical way, have not as much 
Neal Learning, as would cover a Sixpence 
In the bottom of a Baſon; nor do I'think the 
vorſe of them. 9 ig 

For to ſpeak my private Opinion, I am for 
&vccy Man's working upon his own Materials, 
End producing only what he can find within 
Wiimiclf, which is commonly#a better Steck 
Whan the owner knows ir to be. I think 
Flowers of Wir ought to ſpring, as thoſe in à 
Garden do, from their own Root and Stem, 
Without Foreign Aſſiſtance. I would have a 
Mans Wit rather like a Fountain that feeds 
it ſelf inviſibly, than @ River that is ſupply d 


by ſcycral Streams from abroad. 

Or if it be neceſſary, as the Caſe is with ſome 
e barren Wits, to take in the Thoughts of others, 
in order to draw forth their own, as dry Pumps 
will not play till Water is thrown into them; 
r. in that Neceſſity, I would recommend ſome 


of the approv'd Standard-Authors of Antiqui- 
ty for your Peruſal, as a Poet and a Wit; be- 
cauſe Maggots being what you look for, as 
Monkeys do for Vermis in their Keepers Heads, 
you Will find they abound in good old Au- 
thors, as in rich old Cheeſe, not in the new; 
and for that Reaſon you muſt have the Claſ- 
ticks, eſpecially the moſt Worm-caten of them, 
e often in your Hands. 5 
8 But with this Caution, that you are not 
Jo ule thoſe. Aneients as unlucky Lads d6 
their old Fathers, and make no Conſcience of 
| - picking 


E 


* 


picking their Pockets and pillaging them. 
Your Buſineſs is not to ſteal from chem, but 


to improve por. them, and make their Senti- 
ments your own; which is, an effect, of great 
Judgment, and tho' difficult, yet very poſſi- 
ble, without the Scurvy Imputation of Filch- 


ing: For I humbly conceive, tho I light my 
Candle at my Neighbour's Fire, that does not 


alter the Property, or make the Wyck, the 


Wax, or the Flame, or the whole Candle, leſs 


my own. 


Poſſibly you may chink it a very ſevere 


Task, to arrive at a competent Knowledge 
of ſo many of the Ancients, as excel in their 


Way; and indeed it would be really ſo, but 


for the ſhort and eaſie Method, lately found 


out, of Abſtracts, Abridgments, and Sum- 


maries, Sc. which are admirable Expedients 
for being very learned with little or no Read- 
ing, and have the ſame Uſe with Burning- 


Glaſſes, to collect the diffus d Rays of Wit 
and Learning in Authors, and make them 


point witli Warmth and Quickneſs upon the 
Reader's Imagination. And to this is nearly 


related that other modern Device of conſult- 


ing Indexes, which is to read Books Hebrai- 
cally, and begin where others uſually end; 
and this is a compendious Way of coming to 
an Acquaintance with Authors: For Authors 
are to be us d like Lolſters, you mult look 
for the. beſt Meat in the Tails, and lay the 
Bodies back again in the Diſh; Your cun- 


ningeſt Thieves (and what elſe are Readers, 


3 who 


r 
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A 
who only read to borrow, i. e. to ffeal) uſe 
to cut off the Portmanteau from behind, with- 
- Jout ſtaying to dive into the Pockets of the 
Owner. Laſtly, you are taught thus much in 
the very Elements of Philoſophy, for one of 
che firſt Rules in Lôgick is, Finis eſt primus iu 
intentione. e 0 | 
The learned World is therefore moſt highly 
indebted to a late painful and judicious Edi- 
tor of the Claſticks, who has labour d in that 
new Way wich exceeding Felicity. Every Au- 
thor by his Management, Sweats under him- 
2 MW {clf, being over-loaded with his own Jadex 
and carrys, like a North-Country Pedlar, all 
his Subſtance and Furniture upon his Back, 
and with as great Variety of Trifles. To 
him let all young Students make their Com- 
pliments for ſo much Time and Pains ſav'd 
in the Purſuit of uſeful Knowledge; for who- 
ever ſhortens a Road is a Benefactor to the 


pPublick, and to every particular Perſon who 


has Occaſion to travel that Way. | 

But to proceed. I have lamented nothing 
more in my Time than the diſuſe of ſome in- 
genious little Plays in faſhion, with young 
Folks, when I was a Boy, and to which the 
great Facility of that Age, above ours, in 
Compoſing was certainly owing; and if any 
thing has brought a Damp upon the Verſifica- 
tion of theſe Times, we have no further than 
this to go for the Cauſe of it. Now could | 
theſe Sports be happily revivd, I am of O- 
pinion your wiſeſt Courſe would be to * - 


= 


T 70 0 

aly yout Thoughts. to them, and never-failff, 
de make a Party when you can, in thoſe pro. It 
firable Diverſions. For Example, Crambo it: 
of extraordinary Uſe to good Rhiming. and 
Rhimiag is what I have ever accounted theſſſr 
very Eſſential of a good Poet: And in that No. Ir 
tion I am not ſingular; for the aforeſaid Sit d 

P. Sidney has declar'd, that the chief life of mo. 
dern Verſifying conſiſteth in the like ſounding 
of Wards, which we call Rhime, which is an; 
Authority, either without Exception, or al: 
t 
[ 
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Shore any Reply. Whercfore, you are ever to 
cry a good Poem as you would a ſound Pip- 
Kin, aud if jt rings well upon the Knuckle, he 
fie there is no Flaw in it. - Verſe without 

| Rhime, is a Body without a Soul, (fox the chief 
life confifteth in the Rbime) or a Bell without! 
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a Clapper; which, in Strictneſs, is no Bell, 
as being neither of Uſe nor Delight. And the 
ame ever honoured Knight, with ſo muſical 
an Ear, had that Veneration for the Tunable- 
neſs and chiming of Verſe, that he ſpeaks 
of a Poet as one that has the Reverend Title 
of a Rhimer. Our celebrated Milton has done 
cheſe Nations great Prejudice in chis Particu; 
1 drying 1poil'd as many reverevd Rhimers 
by his Example, as he has made real Poets. 

"Far which Reaſon, I am overjoy d to hear, 
chat a very ingenious Mouth of chis Town is 
Now upon = uſeful Deſign (for which he is 
ever enough.to be commended). of beſtowing 
Nhime upon Milton s Paradiſe mee which will 


0s yur. Hoem, in chat only defeRtive 
more 
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more Heroick and Sonorous than it has hi- 


therto- been. I with rhe Gentleman Succeſs in 


the Performance, and, as it isa Work in which 
a young Man could not be more happily Em- 
ploy'd, or appear in with greater advantage 


Mro his Character, fo I am concern d that it 


did not fall out to be your Province. | 
With much the ſame View, I would recom- 
mend to you the witty Play of Pictures and Moz- 
tos, Which will furniſh your Imagination with 
great ſtore of Images andſuitable Devices. We of 
theſe Kingdoms have found our account in this 


-M Diverſion, as little as we Conſider or Acknow- 
ledge it. For to this we owe our Eminent Fe- 
licty in Poſies of Rings, Motto's of Snuft- 
Boxes, the Humours of Sign-Poſts with their 


Elegant Inſcriptions, &c. in which kind of Pro- 
ductions, not any Nation in the World, no, not 
the Dutch themſelves, will preſume to Rival us. 
For much the ſame Reaſon, it may be pro- 
per for you to have ſome inſight into the Play 
call d, What is it lite, as of great uſe in com- 
mon Practice to quicken {low Capacities, and 
improve the quickeſt: But the chief End of it 
is, to ſupply the Fancy with variety of Similes 
for all Subjects. It will reach you to brin 

things to a likeneſs, which have not the lea 
imaginable Conformity in Nature, which is 
properly Creation, and the very buſineſs of a 


Poet, as his Name implies; and let me tell 
you, a good Poet can no more be without a 

ſtock of Similes by him, than a Shoe- Mater 
without his Laſs. He 28 have them fad, 


0 ) 


abi tang d, and hung up in order in 125 Shoy, 


teady for all Cuſtomers, and 'ſhap'd-'ro. the 
Feet "of all forts of Verſe: And — I coud 
mote fully (and T long to do it) inſiſt upon 
the — — and Reſemblance, be. 
tween a Poet and a Shoe-Maker, in many Cit- 
cumſtances common to both; ſuch as the bind- 
ing of their Temples, the Stuff they work up. 
„and the paring Knife they uſe; &c. but 
chat I would not digreſs, nor Io to trifle is 
fo ſerious a matte. 
Neu ſay, if you apply your fel ro »theſs d. 
minative Sports (not to mention others of equal 
Ingenuity, ſuch as Draw- gloves, Croſs 5-parpaſes, 
Que) ions and Commands, and the reſt) it is not 
to be conceived what Benefit (of Nature) you 
will find by them, and how they will open the 
body of your Invention. To theſe devot 
your Spare hours, or rather ſpare. all your 


Hours to them, and then you will act as be- 


comes a Wiſe Man, and * even Diverſion 
an Improvement; like the inimitable manage. 
ment of the Bee, which does the whole buſi. 
nels of Life at once, and at the ſame time both 
Feeds, and Works, and Diverts it ſelf. 8 
Lour own Prudence will, I doubt not, direct 
you to take a place every Evening amongſt the 
Ingenious, in the Corner of a certain 
Hoaſe in this Town, where you will recelve 
a Turn equally right as to Mi, Religion and 
Politicts: As likewiſe to be as frequent at the 
Play Honſe, as you can afford, without ſelling 
your Books. For in our chalt 7; _— even 
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C470 himfelf might fic to rhe falling of 
he Curtain: Beſides, you will fomerimes meet 
with tolerable Converfation amongſt the Play- 
ers, they are ſuch a kind of Men as may paſs 
upon the ſame Sort of Capacities, forts off 
the Stage, as they do for fine Gentlemen up- 
an it. Beſides that, I have known a Factor 
deal in as good Ware, and ſell as Cheap as 
the Merchant himſelf chat Employs him. 

Add to this, the Expediency of furniſhing 
out your Shelves with a choice collection of 

Modern Iſiſcellanies, in the gayeſt Edition; 

and of reading all ſorts of Plays, eſpecially 

che New, and above all, thoſe of our own 

t Growrh, printed by Subſcription, in which 

u Article of Friſß Manufacture, I readily agree 

eto the late Propoſal, and am altogether for 

ef rejeding aud renouncing every Thing that 

comes from England: To what purpoſe ſhou'd 

ve go thither either for Coals or Poetry, When 

1 we have a Vein within our ſelves equally Good 

and more Convenient. Laſily, e 

A Common place- boot, is what a provident 

1} Poer cannot ſubſiſt without, for this prover- 

bial Reaſon, that great Wits have ſhort Memo- 

tf ries; and whereas, on the other hand, Poets 

ff being LTARS by Profeſſion, ought to have 

| zood Memories; ro reconcile theſe, a Book of 

ef this ſort is in the nature of a Supplimental 

Memory; or a Record of what occurs remark- 

able in every Days Reading or Converfation-: 

There you enter not only your own original 

Thoughts, (which a hundred to one, are ave 

„ | an 
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and inſignificant) but ſuch of other Men as you 


think fit to make your own by entring them 


there. 33 For take this for A Rule, when an Au- 
thor is in your Books, you have the ſame de. 
mand upon him for his Wit, as a Merchant 
has for your Money, when you are in his. 


By theſe few and eaſy Preſcriptions (with 


the help of a good Genius) tis poſſible you 
may in a ſhort time arrive at the Aecomplith- 
ments of a Poet, and ſhine in that Character. 
As for your manner of Compoſing and choice 
of Subjects, I cannot take upon me to be 
your Director; but I will venture to give you 
ſome ſhort Hints, which you may enlarge up. 
on at your Leiſure. Let me entreat you then, 
by no means to lay aſide that Notion peculiat 
to our modern Refiners in Poetry, which is, that 
a Poet. muſt never Write or Diſcourſe as the or- 
dinary part of Mankind do, but in Number 
and Verſe, as an Oracle, which I mention the 


rather, becauſe that upon this Principle, I have 


known Heroicks brought inro the Pulpit, and 
a whole Sermon compos d and deliver'd in 
Blank Verſe, to the vaſt Credit of the Preach: 
er, no leſs than the real Entertainment and 


4 * 


great Edification of the Audience. | | © 


The Secret of which I take to be this, 1 


the matter of ſuch Diſcourſes is but meet 
Clay, or, as we uſually call it, Sad tuff, the 
Preacher, who can afford no better, wiſely 
Molds, and Poliſhes, and Drys, and Waſhes 
this piece of Earthen-Mare, and then Bakes it 
with Poetick Fire, after which it will Ring 


like 


„ 5 

like any Pau croct, and is a good Diſſi to ſet be- 
n'8 fore common Gueſts, as every Congregation is, 
„that comes ſo often for Entertainment to one 
pn., i 2 EO Firs 

: There was'a good old Cuſtom in uſe which 
our Anceſtors had of Invoking the Muſes at the 
entrance of their Poems, I ſuppoſe by way of 
craving a Bleſſing : This the graceleſs fe 
derns have in a great meaſure laid aſide, but 
are not to be followed in that Poetical Impiety; 
for altho to nice Ears, ſuch Invocations may 
ſound Harſn and Diſagreeable (as tuning In- 
ſtruments is before a Conſort) they are equal- 
ly neceſſary. Again, You muſt not fail to 
dreſs your Muſe in a Forchead-cloath of Greek 
er Latin, I mean, you are always to make 
uſe of a quaint Motto to all your Compoſitions ; 
for beſides that, this Artifice beſpeaks the 
r | Readers Opinion of the Writers Learning, it 
eis otherwiſe Uſeful and Commendable. - A 
bright Paſſage in the Front of a Poem is a good 


e 

d Mark, like a Star in a Horſe's Face, and the 
a | Piece will certainly go off rhe better for it. 
„The Os magna ſonaturum, which, if I remember 
d right, Horace makes one Qualification of a 
good Poet, may teach you not to Gag your 
n | Muſe, or ſtint your Self in Words and Epi- 
r || thets (which coſt you nothing) contrary to 
the praCtice of ſome few out-of-the-way Wri- 
ters who uſe a natural and conciſe Expreflion, 
and effect a Stile like unto a Shrew/Þury-Cake, 
Short and Sweer upon the Palar, they will 
not afford you a Word more than is neceſſary 
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to make then (intelligible, which is pon and 
niggardly, as it would be co ſet down no morg 


Meat than your Company will be ſure to eat 
up. Words are but Lackies to ſenſe, and will 


danee Attendance, without Wages or Compul- | 
has. Verla nom imvite ſequentur. | 

Furthermore; When you ſer abour Comme: 
ie may be negeflary for your Eaſe and better 
Piſtillalian of Nit, to put on your woxtCloaths, 
and the worſe the better; for an Author like a 
Timbick will yield the better for having a Rag 
about him: Beſides that, I have obſerved a 
Gardiner cut the -ontward Rind of a Tree; 
(which is che Sure of it, to make it bear 


al Poverty of POETS, and is an Argument 
why Wits, of all Men living, ought to be ill 
Clad, I haye always a ſecret Veneration for 


any one J obſerve tobe a little out of Repair 


in his Perſon, as ſuppoſing him either a Poet 


or a Philoſagher, becauſe the richeſt Minerals 


are ever found undor rhe moſt ragged and Wi- 
thered Surface of Earth. 

As for your choice of Subjedts,- I havo only 
to give you. this Caution; That as 2 hand- 
ſame way of Praifing is certainly the moi 
difficult point in Writing or Speaking, I wou'd 
by no maans adviſe any young Man: to make 


the dangor of it; for a alar Encomium 
is ever attended wich more ill Will, than any 


general Inyective, fer which I need give no 


n — ang Cound is, that you 
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well ; And this is a natural Aceount of the uſu- 


bis fir Efay in PANEGTRICH, beſides 
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way of Lille, Lampoon or — Knock down 
half a ſcore Reputations, and you will infals 
libly raiſe your Own, and fo it be with Wie, 
no matter with how little Juſtice; for Fiction 
- Every great Genius ſeems to tide upon Man- 
kind, like Pyrrhu on his Elephant, and the way 
to have the abſolute aſcendant of your reſty 
Nag, and to keep your Sear, is, at your firſt 
mounting, to afford him the Whip and Spurs 
plentifully, after which, you may travail che 
reſt of the Day with great Alacrity. Once 
kick the World, and the World and you will 
live together ar a reaſonable good Underſtand- 


ing. Vou cannot but know that the ſe of your Pro 


feſton have been call d Genus irritabile vatum, 
and you will find it neceſſary to qualify your 
ſelf for that wasp#iſh Society, by exerting your 


Talent of Satyr upon the firſt Occaſion, and 


to abandon good Nature, only to prove your 
felf a true Poet, Which you will allow to be 
a valuable Conſideration: In a word, a young 
Robber is uſually entted by a Murder. A young 
Honntl is blooded when he comes firſt into the 
Field, A young BUL LY begins with Killing, 
his Man: And a young POET muſt ſhew 
his Wit as the other his Courage, by Cutting 
and Slathing, and laying about Him, and bang- 
ing Mankind. Taſtiy, 

It will be your Wiſdom to look out betimes 
for a good Service for your Muſe, — 


Let your firſt Attempt be a Coup d Eclat in che 
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ifications, whether in the 


nature of a Dairy-Maid, a © Cook, or Charwo- 
man: I mean to hire out your Pen, to a 
Party which will afford you both Pay and 
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Protection; and when you have to do with 
the Preſs, (as you will long to be there) take 
care to beſpeak an importunate Friend, to ex- 


torr your Product ions with an agreeable Vio- 
lence; and which, according to the Cue be- 
tween you, you muſt ſurrender digits male per- 
inaci: there is a Deceney in this, for it no 
more becomes an Author in Modeſty to have 


à hand in publiſhing his own Works, than a 


Woman in Labour to lay her ſelf. 

I uwoud be very loath to give the leaſt um- 
brage of Offence by what I have here ſaid, as 
IT may do, If I ſhould be thought to infinuate 
that theſe Circumſtances of good Writing. have 


been unknown to, or not obſerved by the Po- 


ets of this Kingdom. I will do my Country- 
men the Juſtice to ſay, they have Written by 


the foregoing Rules with great exactneſs, and 


Jo far as hardly ro come behind thoſe of their 
Profeſſion in England, in perfection of low 


Writing. The Sublime, indeed, is not ſo com- 


mon with us, but ample amends is made for 


that want in the great abundance of the Ad- 
mirable and Amazing, which appears in all our 


Compoſitions. Our very good Friend ( the 
Knight aforeſaid) ſpeaking of the force of Poe- 
ti, mentions Rhiming to death, which (adds he) 
is faid to be done in Ireland, and truly, to our 


Honour, be it ſpoken, that Power, in a great 


We 


meaſure, continues with us to this Day. 
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I would now offer fome-poor Thoughts 
of mine for the Encouragement of 57000 in 
this Kingdom, if I could hege they would be 
agcceable, 1 haye had mai an aking- Heart 
for the ill pliphr F tbat noWEPeofeilion here, 
ind ic has See e late and early. dee 
how to bring ir ine ter Circumſtances, Ang 
ſurely, conſidering Ni Montre VII in 
the Poetickx way, do Amoſt 4 ſtart up and 
ſurprize us in this Town z What ,prod/gzous. 
Genius's we have here (of Which I cou d. give 
Inſtances without number; ) and withal of what 
great benefit it might be to our Trade to en- 
courage that Science here, {for it is plain our 
Linnen-Manufacturè is advanced by the great- 
Waſte of Paper made by our preſent ſet 01 
Poets, not to mention other neceſſary Uſes 0 

the ſame to Shop-keepers, eſpecially. Grocers, A 
pothecarries, and Paſtry-Cooks; and I might add, 
bur for our Writers, the Nation wou d in a lit- 
tle time, be utterly deſtitute of Bum- Fodder, 
and muſt of Neceſſity import the ſame from 
England and Holland, where they have it in 
great abundance, by the undefatigable Labour 
of their own Wits, ) I ſay, theſe things conſi- 
der d, I am humbly of Opinion, it wou d be 
worth the Care of our Governours to che- 


Iriſh Gentlemen of the Quill, and give them 


all proper Encouragements here. And ſince 1 
am upon the Subject, I hall ſpeak my Mind 
very freely, and if I added ſawczly, it is no 
more than my Birch right as a Briton. 


0 9 
80 


Seriouſly then, I have many; Years lamented 
the want of a Grub-/reet in this our large and 
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polite City, unleſs the whole may be called one. 
And this I have accounted an unpardonable 
Defect in our Conſſitution, ever fince J had a- 


ny Opinions I cod call myown. Every one 


knows, Grub-ſtreet is a Marker for Small- Ware 
in WIT, and as neceſſary conſidering the uſu- 
al Purgings of Human , as the Noſe is up- 
on a Man's Face - And for the ſame Reaſons, we 
have here a Cour?, a College, a Play-Houſe, and 
beautiful Ladies, and fine Gentlemen, and good 
- Claret, and abundance of Pens, Int and Paper 
(clear of Taxes )andevery other Circumſtance to 


provoke WII, and yet thoſe whoſe Province 


it is, have not yet thought fit to appoint a 
place for Evacuations of it, which is-a very hard 
Caſe, as may be judgd by Compariſons. 


And truly this Defect has been attended with 
unſpeakable Inconveniences; for not to men- 


tion the Prejudice done to the Common- wealth 
of Letters, T am of opinion we ſuffer in our 


Health by it: I believe our corrupted Air, 


and frequent thick Fogs are in a great meaſure 
owing to the common expoſal of our Vit, and 


that with good Management, our Poetical Va- 
_ pours might be carried off in a common Drain, 
and fall into one Quarter of the Town, with-| 
out Infecting the whole, as the Caſe is at pre- 
ſent, -to the great Offence of our Nobility, and 


Gentry, and Others of nice Noſes. When Wri- 


ters of all ſizes, like Freemen of the City, are at 
liberty to throw out their Filth and Excrenen- 


tieus Productions in every Street as they pleaſe, 
what can the Conſequence be, but that the 
Town muſt be Poyſon d and become ſuch ano- 
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ther Fakes , as by report of great Travellers 
EDINBOROUGH is at Night, a thing well 
to be conſider d in theſe peſtilential Times. 
I am not of the Society for Reformation 
of Manners, but without that pragmarical Ti- 
cle, T wonld be glad to ſee ſome Amendment. 
in che Matter before usg Wherefore I humbly. 
beſpeak the Favour of the Lord Mayer, the 
Court of Aldermen, and Common Council, toge- 
ther with the whole Circle of Arts in this 
Town, and do recommend this Affair to their 
moſt Political Conſideration, and I perſwade 
my ſelf they will not be wanting in their beſt 
- MEndeayours, when they can ſerve two ſuch - 
good Ends at once, as both to keep the Town 
Sweet, and encourage Poetry in it. Neither do 
I make any Exceptions as to Satyrical Po- 
Jets, and Lampoon-Writers, in Conſideration. of 
i their Office: For tho' indeed, their Buſineſs is 
to rake into Kennels, and gather up the Filth 
Jof Streets and Families, in which Reſpect, 
echey may be, for ought I know, as neceſſary 
40 the Town as SCAFENGERS. or 
CHIMNET SWEEPS) yet J have ob- 
ſerved they too have themſelves at the ſame 
Time very foul Cloaths, and like dirty Per- 
ens leave more Filth and Naſtineſs, than they 
4 Lwecp away. Ss / 
In a Word, What I would be at (for I love 
ate be plain in matters of Importance to my 
Country) is, That ſome private Street, Or 
lind Alley of this Town may be fitted up at 
the charge of the Publick, as an Apartment 
tor the Muſes, (like thoſe at Rome, and Am- 
oo, Me ns 
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ferdam, for their Female Relarions) and be 


wholly conſign'd to rhe uſes of our WTTS, 


furnith'd compleatly with all Appurtenatices, 
ſuch as Authors, Superviſors, Preſſes, Printers, 
Flawkers, Shops, and Ware-Houſes, and abun- 
dance of Garrets, and every other Impli- 
ment and Circumſtance of IT: The bene- 
fir of which would obvioutly be this, viz. That 
we ſhou'd then have a ſafe Repoſitory for our 
BEST Produdttions, which at preſent are 
handed about in Sixgle Sheets or Manuſcripts, 
and may be alrogether loſt, (which were a 
pity) or at beſt are ſubject in that looſe 
Dreſs, like Handſome Women, to great A- 
buſes. 

Another Point that has coſt me ſome me- 
lancholly Reflections, is, the preſent Scate of 
the Play Houſe, tho Encouragement of which, 
hath an immediate Influence upon the Poetry 
of the Kingdom: As a good Marker improves 
the Tillage of the Neighbouring Country and 


enriches the Plouzh-man, neicher do we o 
this Town ſecm. enough to know or conſider 


the vaſt Benefit of a Play-Houſe to our City 
and Nation: That Single-Houſe is the Foun- 
rain of all our Love, Mit, Dreſs and Gallan- 
try. Tt is rhe School of Wiſdom ; for there 
we learn to know What's what, which. how- 
ever, I cannot ſay, is always in that place found 


Knowledge. There our young Folks drop 


their Chi/i/h Miſtakes, and come firſt to per 


_ceive their Mothers cheat of the Parſly Bed; 


dap roo they get rid of Natural Prejudices 
ſhed My thoſe of Rel r al and t 
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which are great Reſtraints to a Free People. 
The ſame is a Remedy for the Spleen, and 
Blaſbing, and ſeveral Diſtempers occaſion d 
by che Stagnation of the Blood. It is likewiſe 
a School of Common Swearing ; my young Ma- 


ſter who at firſt but ne d an Oath, is Taught 


* 


there to mouth it gracefully, and to Swear as 


he reads French, ore rotundo. Prophaneneſs 
was before to him in the nature of his beſt 
Suit, or Holy Day Cloaths; but upon frequent- 
ing the P/ay-Houſe, Swearing, Curſing, and 
Lying, become like his Every-day Coat, 
Maiſcoat and Breeches. Now I ſay, Common 
Swearing, a produce of this Country, as. plen- 
tiful as our Corn, thus cultivated by the 
Play-Hlonſe, might with Management be of 
wonderful Advantage to the Nation, as a 
Projector of the Swearers Bank has provd at 
large. Laſtly. the Stage in great meaſure ſup. 
ports the Pulpit; for I know not what our 
Divines cou'd have to ſay there againſt the 
Corruptions of the Age, but for the Play- 
Flouſe, which is the Seminary of them. From 
which, it is plain, the Publick is a Gainer by 
the Play Hlouſe, and conſequently ought to 
Countenance it. tt ng | 
And were I worthy to pur in my Word, or 
preſcribe to my Betters, I could ſay in what 
manner. I have heard, that a certain Gentle= 


| tleman has great Deſigns, to ſerve the Publick 


in the way of their Diverfions, with due En- 


| couragement, (that is) if he can obtain ſome 


Concordatum-{Hozey, or Tearly Sallery, | and 
handſome Contributions: And well he de- 
* ; ſerves 
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ſerves the Favours of the Nation; for, to do 
him Juſtice, he has an uncommon skill in 
Paſtimes, having altogether apply d his Stu- 
dies that Way, and travel[d full many a 
League, by Sea and Land, for this his profound 
Knowledge. With that View alone he has 
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viſited all the Courts and Cities in Europe, 
and has been at more Pains than TI ſhall ſpeak 


of, to take an exact Draught of the Play-Houſe 


at the Hague, as a Model for a new one here. 


But what can a private Man do by himſelf in 


ſo publick an Undertaking? It is not to be 
doubted, but by his Care and Induſtry yaſt 
Improvements may be made, not only in our 
Play- Houſe, (which is his immediate Province) 


but in our Gaming-Ordinaries, Groom Porter s, 
Lotteries, Bowling- Greens, Nine pin-Allies, Bear- 


Gardens, Cock-pits, Prizes, Puppet and Raree- 


Shews, and whatever elſe concerns the elegant 
Divertiſements of this Town. He is truly an 
Original Genius, and I felicitate this our Capi- 


ral City on his Reſidence here, where I wiſh 


him long to live and flouriſh for the Good of 


the Common-wealth. 


Once more, If any further Applications ſhall | 
be made on tother Side to obtain a Charter 


for a Bank here, I preſume to make a Requeſt, 
that Poetry may be a Sharer in that Privilege, 
being a Fund as real, and to the full as well 
grounded as our Stocks ; but I fear our 
Neighbours, who envy our Wit as much as 
they do our Wealth or Trade, will give no 


Encouragement to either. I believe alſo, it 
might be proper to erect a Corporation of Poets 


in 
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in this City. I have been idle enough in my 
time to make a Computation of Wits here, 
and do find we have Three hundred performing 


Poets and upwards, in and about this Town, 


reckoning ſix Score to the Hundred, and al- 


lowing for Demi's, like Pint- Bottles, includ- 


ing alſo the ſeveral Denominations of Imita- 
tors, Tranſlators, and Familiar-Letter-Writers, 
&c. one of theſe laſt has lately entertain d 
the Town with an original Piece, and ſuch a 
one, as I dare ſay, the late Britiſh Specfator, 
in his Decline, would have called an excellent 


I Specimen of the true Sublime, or a Noble Poem, 


or a fine Copy of Verſes on a Subject perfect 
New, (the Author himſelf) and had given it a 
Place amongſt his lateſt Lucubrations. 

But as I was ſaying, ſo many Poets, I am 


I confident, are ſufficient to furniſh out a COR- 


PORATION in point of Number. Then, 
for the ſeveral Degrees of ſubordinate Mem- 
bers requiſite to ſuch a Body, there can be no 
Want; for altho we have not one Maſterly 
Poet, yet we abound with Wardens and Bea- 
dles, having a Multitude of Poetaſters, Poeti- 
tos, Parcel Poets, Poet-Apes, and Phils-Poets, 
and many of inferior Attainments in Wit, but 
ſtrong Inclinations to it, which are by odds 
more than all the reſt. Nor ſhall I ever be at 
eaſe, till this Project of mine (for which I 

am heartily thankful to my ſelf ) ſhall be re- 

duced to Practice. I long to ſee the Dax 


hen our Poets will be a regular and diſtinct 


Body, and wait upon our Lord Mayor on 


"F Publick Days, like other good Citizens, in 
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Sons turn d up 
0 5 and When 5 Telf, who make this Pro 
poſal, ſhall be fre bt "heir Company): 
5 10 conclude, Y WI ar if « our Government had 
4 Bet Laureat here as 1 England! ? What if ouf a 
* Univerſity had a Profeſſor of Poetry here as il 
gland? What if our Lord Mayor had Ml 
ity-Bard here as is. En, land 2 _ And o refind 2 
orporation 4 | 
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In England ? 2 'Laſtty 


Fee,. as they. haves: VO 7 Laſtty 
Vhar if every on@ ſo SEG % were oblig d i 
add one more thad uſual to the Number of hi 
8 Ricks, and beſides a Fool and a Char 
1 „ Which ate Otten united in one Perſon} 
= 20 retain a Poel in his Family; for perhapy 
* 2 5 Rhimcr 1s 28 neeeffary amongſt Servants of 


| a Houſe, as.2: Hel, with his Bells, at che 


ur theſe things I leave ee 


J Niers. 
2 While E. I. 5 at en directing your pen, | 


forget to govern my own, which 
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